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suppressed though it was, was stronger than the Protest-
ant ascendency. " The landlord has been disarmed by
the priest, and the fear of spiritual denunciations, acting
in unison with the excited passions and feelings of the
multitude, has already severed in some cases, and will
sever in others, unless we interfere to prevent it, every
tie between the Protestant proprietor and the lower class
of his Roman Catholic tenantry. The weapon which
he has forged with so much care, and has heretofore
wielded with such success, has broken short in his hand/'
So spoke Peel in 1829 when his eyes had at last been
opened by the election of O'Connell for the county of Clare.
But Peel's eyes were not opened by the Waterford
election of 1826. In the spring of 1827 Sir Francis
Burdett once more brought forward a motion for the
removal of the Catholic disabilities. It was rejected by a
majority of four. Canning supported it and Peel opposed
it, taking as strongly as ever the line of uncompromising
resistance. " If the House and the country were against
him he had no answer to such an argument. He should
bow with reverence to the opinion of a majority of the
assembly which he saw before him; he should pray
with all his heart that they might be right, and that he
might be wrong, but he should remain unconvinced. . .
The influence of some great names had lately been lost
to the cause which he supported. . . . Keen as the feel-
ings of regret must be with which the loss of those asso-
ciates in feeling was recollected, it was still a matter of
consolation to him that he had now an opportunity of
showing his adherence to those tenets which he had
formerly espoused, of showing that if his opinions were
unpopular, he stood by them still, when ^he influence